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Object: Ministerial Decrees implementing Legislative Decree no. 28/2011, adoption of 2009/28/EC 

Directive. Advice of the European Commissioner for Energy to the Italian Government.  

APER’s position. 

 

Dear Commissioner, 

 

APER - Renewable Energy Producers Association - is the main Italian Association of electricity producers 

from renewable sources and one of the largest in Europe for the number of members (400) and installed 

capacity (9.000 MW).  

Recently, we have read in the press your remarks addressed to the Italian government in relation to 

Ministerial Decrees concerning renewables incentives, implementing Legislative Decree no. 28/2011, 

transposition of 2009/28/EC Directive which should be adopted shortly. 

In particular, we refer to the concerns - shared and frequently expressed also by APER in recent months - 

related to numerous critical aspects of mentioned drafts and among them, not only the drastic reduction of 

incentives, but also the additional and complex procedures that the Government wants to introduce for the 

access to incentive schemes. 

First, APER believes that access to incentive schemes through auctions and registers (even for small 

plants) represents a strong barrier to market entry and is against the 2009/28/CE Directive which requires 

Members States to simplify administrative procedures, that have to be appropriate and necessary (art. 13, 

par.1). 

Second, the Italian Government is seriously lagging in the process of adoption of the above-mentioned 

Ministerial Decrees, which should have been adopted in the month of September 2011 (as indicated in 

Legislative Decree no. 28/2011). This delay has created a climate of instability and regulatory uncertainty 

and has determined the blocking of many private initiatives, causing serious economic losses and 

betraying the trust of national and international investors in our country’s reputation. Moreover, the delay 
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will not be offset by an adequate period of transition from old to new incentive schemes, despite repeated 

requests by all national Associations.  

 

Last but not least, this has had an impact on the already limited availability of credit institutions to finance 

energy initiatives, thus amplifying the negative effects of the current economic crisis and frustrating the 

growth of an industry that has proven capable of injecting significant impetus to the economy.  

 

Therefore I would be pleased to meet you as soon as possible to illustrate more fully the issues briefly 

mentioned, also wishing a decisive intervention by European institutions to ensure that the 

recommendations addressed to the Italian Government are not disregarded.  

I await your kind written reply. 

 

Best regards. 

 

APER President 

Agostino Re Rebaudengo 

 
 
 
 
 


