
 
 

 

Milan, 10th March 2011 
 

 
GÜNTHER OETTINGER  
European Commissioner for Energy 
B - 1049 Brussels (Belgium) 
 
CONNIE HEDEGAARD  
European Commissioner for Climate Action  
B - 1049 Brussels (Belgium) 
 

Prot. 64/2011 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
As a consequence to the Italian adoption of the directive 28/09/CE, APER, the 
Italian Renewable Energy Producers Association, takes the opportunity to express 
their deepest concern regarding the legislative decree issued by the Italian 
government on March 2nd, 2011, which is characterized by a strong retroactive 
effect on the vast majority of the renewable segments: 
 
- Uncertainty on the future of the incentives, thus on the pipeline of new 
projects and related investment 
- Uncertainty on the remuneration of the plants already in operations, and 
turbulence on the related debt 
- Roadblock for new plants in construction phases, which will suffer the 
impossibility to achieve financing caused by the aforementioned uncertainties. 
 
We would like to share with You our apprehension about these recent developments 
and would strongly request an additional European effort to avoid that the Italian 
renewable energy market suffers from lack of internal adequate support. 
 
Taking action proactively to support the government in the phases of the issuing of 
the decree, in our role as Association, we have in fact strived to help suggesting 
measures which were aimed at achieving simplicity and transparency in the 
authorisation procedures, and simplicity and stability in the incentive schemes. We 
also indicated to the Government the elements included in the decree which could 
impede future developments in the renewable energy industry. However, the 
decree still includes  a number of items which would have the effects outlined 
above: while the 2020 targets agreed at European levels are still kept in the 
National Action Plan, there is no link between these and the decree which has been 
issued. We are de facto condemned to the role of “Followers” in a double-speed 
Europe.  
 
Therefore, we would ask you to make every possible effort to support us in 
convincing our national government to keep faith to the agreed targets, and restore 
a stable and predictable policy framework with respect to the support schemes for 
renewable, and apply a cautious approach when considering measures affecting 
existing investments. 
 



 
 

 

We would be glad to have the possibility to meet You and discuss it further at Your 
best convenience and - if possible - in the occasion of the event which we have 
organised - “Renewable Energy Strategy for Europe” - taking place on the 15th of 
March in Brussels at Bibliothèque Solvay at 17.30. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 APER President  
 Roberto Longo 
 


