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Small Hydro Energy Efficient Promotion Campaign Action (SHERPA) 

Programme area: ALTENER, Small-scale applications 
Status: ongoing  

 
Coordinator: Maria Laguna, Project Manager 

European Small Hydropower Association (ESHA), Brussels 
E-mail: maria.laguna@esha.be 
Tel +32 2 546 19 45 

Partners: Slovenian Small Hydropower Association, SSHA, Slovenia 
Lithuanian Hydropower Association, LHA, Lithuania 
Italian Renewable Energy Producers Association, APER, Italy 
Swedish Renewable Energy Association, SERO, Sweden 
Innovation Energy and Development, IED, France 
Institute of Water Management, Hydrology and Hydraulic Engineering 
from University of Natural Resources, IWHW, Austria 
EC Baltic Renewable Energy Centre EC BREC/CLN, Poland 
French Energy and Environment Agency, ADEME, France  

Website: http://www.esha.be/sherpa  
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Duration: 10/2006 – 09/2008 
Budget: 766.185 (EU contribution: 50%) 
Contract number: EIE/06/088/SI2.442906 

Short description 
The European Union is committed to renewable energy sources. However, as far as the use of small hydropower is 
concerned, recent growth rates have been disappointing compared with other renewables. Numerous barriers 
prevent its wider use, including lack of knowledge about the technology, misleading information on its impacts, 
contradictory provisions in the European Water Framework and Renewable Electricity Directives, and unsuitable 
spatial planning methods.  
The SHERPA projects will overcome these barriers in particular in the new EU member states. It will make 
politicians and decision-makers more aware of the benefits of small hydropower as main renewable energy source, 
and it will help create favourable framework conditions for its further development. Notably, SHERPA will give 
special attention to the environmental performance of small hydropower plants and to the comprehensive Spatial 
planning approaches at the level of water bodies. 

Expected and/or achieved results 
• Strengthening market development of small hydropower in new EU member states. 
• Better implementation & consistency of EU directives (Renewable Electricity Directive vs Water Framework 

Directive).  
• Better information on small hydropower benefits and success stories  
• Removal of major environmental constrains to further small hydropower developments 
• Promotion of suitable spatial planning and territorial approaches 

Objective: To develop a promotion campaign on small hydropower which 
addresses the main challenges and barriers in Europe 

Benefits: To develop the markets for small hydropower in the new EU member 
states 
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Lessons learnt 
This project has just started. It is therefore too early to draw lessons. 


